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Highland Catholic School’s annual
#GiveHiC Day supports a specific
fundraising goal each year. Our 2023
theme “Masterpiece Theater” focused
on the fundamental importance of
literature and honored Mr. Ken Backe.

Celebrating his 50th anniversray of
teaching, Mr. Backe has cultivated in
our students a love and habit of reading
that encourages both knowledge and
imagination. We hope this book list
continues to spread his passion for
reading and the literature arts.

Books in blue are suitable for students.

Nonfiction: Cultural Affairs
e Trash: A Poor White Journey, Cedar
Monroe
e Educated, Tara Westover
e Qlass Castle, Jeanette Walls
» Being Mortal, Atul Gawande

Nonfiction: History
e Team of Rivals, Doris Kearns
Goodwin
e The Day the World Came to Town,
Jim DeFede

Nonfiction: Religion
o Accidental Saints, Nadia Bolz-Weber

Nonfiction: Education
» How Children Succeed, Paul Tough
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BACKE’'S BEST BOOKS

Nonfiction: Sports

o Carlisle vs. Army: Jim Thorpe,
Dwight Eisennhower, Pop Warner,
and the Forgotten Story of
Football’s Greatest Battle, Lars
Anderson

e Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer

« Sandy Koufax: A Lefty’s Legacy,
Jane Leavy

Humor
» Me Talk Pretty Someday, David
Sedaris

Fiction: Espionage
« The Collector, Daniel Silva (23rd of
the Gabriel Allon novels; feel free to
start with the first: The Kill Artist)

Fiction: Detective

» Manitou Canyon, Wllliam Kent
Krueger (15th of 19 Cork O’Connor
novels; feel free to start with the
first: Iron Lake)

o The Stories of Sherlock Holmes,
Arthur Conan Doyle (56 short
stories and four novels)

o The Daughter of Time, Josephine
Tey

Fiction: Science Fiction
e The Sparrow, Mary Doria Russell
e The Children of God, Mary Doria
Russell
e Lost Horizon, James Hilton

MASTERPIECE THEATER

Fiction: Western
o True Grit, Charles Portis

Fiction: Time Travel
» Books and Stories of The Chronicles
of St. Mary’s, Jodi Taylor
» Before the Coffee Gets Cold,
Toshikazu Kawaguchi
» Before Your Memory Fades,
Toshikazu Kawaguchi

Fiction: About Literature

» The Keeper of Stories, Sally Page

e The Messy Lives of Book People,
Phaedra Patrick

» The Little Paris Bookshop,Nina
George

o The Uncommon Reader, Alan
Bennett

Fiction: Religion
o The Cloister, James Carroll

Fiction: Classics
» ToKill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Fiction: Adolescent Fantasy (Trilogy)
e Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar
Children, Ransom Riggs
» Hollow City, Ransom Riggs
 Library of Souls, Ransom Riggs
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BACKE’'S BEST BOOKS

Children‘s Picture Books
» The Polar Express, Chris Van
Allsburg
o Leo the Late Bloomer, Robert Kraus
« Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? Martin
Waddell
« It’s a Book, Lane Smith

Fiction: Contemporary

» The Patron Saint of Second
Chances, Christine Simon

o Other Birds, Sarah Addison Allen

» The Lager Queen of Minnesota, J.
Ryan Stradal

» Kitchens of the Great Midwest, J.
Ryan Stradal

skates, and pitches his way around Hi-C every day;
Newcomer Ken Backe brought with him Strato-matic

Fiction: Miscellaneous ba.seba.l] and a plethora of accumulated verbiage. Mike

o Michalik’s field trips and history classes give the
» Whereabouts, Jhumpa Lahiri e oo
« The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the

Horse, Charlie Mackes

as featured on our social media

Masterpiece Theater introduced by Ken Backe

e To Build a Fire, Jack London
The Most Dangerous Game, Richard Connell
The Gift of the Magi, O. Henry
Flowers for Algernon, Daniel Keyes
A Christmas Memory, Truman Capote
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