
  

 
 
August 16, 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Here are the protocols for the start of the school year.  Highland Catholic School’s perspective is 
safety.  We are determined to protect all students, teachers, staff and visitors from the very 
contagious Delta variant of COVID-19.  We were hopeful that the virus would be under control 
at this time, but that is not the case.  Unlike the spread seen last year, we now are facing the 
facts that children are more susceptible and at higher risk. Our focus is safety. 
Note: all protocols will be re-evaluated monthly. 
 
MASKS 
The school year will begin with masks for all students, Preschool through Grade 8, and all adults 
while inside the building regardless of vaccination status.  Students did an exceptional job last 
year of wearing masks.  Masks will not be required outside. We are asking students to arrive in 
a clean mask and bring an extra mask to school every day. 
 
VACCINATIONS 
Parents and Guardians will be asked to upload vaccine cards from older students who have 
been vaccinated through a Google doc.  Information on vaccines will be stored securely with 
other health information in the Health Office.  This data may allow us to adjust the masking 
requirement in some middle school classrooms during class. 
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Social distancing requirements have been adjusted and we will be able to have masked 
students in regular homerooms this year making school feel much more normal. 
 
QUARANTINE 
Highland Catholic School is still required to report positive cases of COVID-19 to the Minnesota 
Department of Health.  Please notify school as soon as possible if your child has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19.  An updated Decision Tree is included with this letter.  We will rely on the MDH 
for guidance.  At this time, it appears that children who are masked will not be considered a 
close contact of a classmate with a positive case of COVID-19. 
 
 



 
 
TESTING 
Highland Catholic School is encouraging students who participate in athletics inside and outside 
of school to have regular weekly testing.  We will continue to offer on-site testing for our 
faculty and staff. 
 
LUNCH 
Lunch will be spread over four periods and spaced to limit capacity. Students will be masked 
while moving to pick up food, etc.  We will strive to create a calm atmosphere in the cafeteria 
with subdued voices and an emphasis on eating.  Students will be seated by homeroom at the 
start of the year as another mitigation strategy.  Lunch boxes are approved. We have two class 
sets of picnic tables on the school lawn to accommodate outside lunch, too.   
 
HIVE 
The HIVE, our extra lunch offerings, will not be open for the first month.  We are discontinuing 
the salad bar option for the HIVE, but hope to offer sandwiches and assorted lunch items for 
purchase in the near future. 
 
HANDWASHING 
Handwashing will be stressed for all throughout the day.  The handwashing stations will be 
placed throughout the building to supplement the restroom sinks.  Every classroom will have a 
large container of hand sanitizer.  Teachers will be stressing the “Foam In and Foam Out” 
model.  We will not be scanning temperatures this year.  We ask that you make that part of 
your home routine. 
 
WATER FOUNTAINS 
Water fountains will continue to be limited to the bottle filling feature only.  All students are 
asked to bring a filled water bottle to school every day. 
 
MOVEMENT THROUGH THE BUILDING 
Because students will be masked when moving through the hallways, they will return to the 
practice of moving to Specialists’ classrooms for instruction. 
 
DISTANCE LEARNING 
Highland Catholic School is not offering a distance learning option at this time.  We will 
continue to provide an ipad device for every student in K-8th grade.  We were fortunate to use 
the federal EANS funds (support for school during the pandemic) to purchase sets of new ipads 
to replace older devices with poor battery life. 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
We are happy to welcome back volunteers with masks, but are going to limit that number at 
the start.  Can’t wait to see you again. 
 



 
 
 
DROP OFF 
Highland Catholic School will keep a staggered drop off time with students arriving between 
7:50 a.m. and 8:20 a.m.  This means you can customize your drop off time according to your 
family’s needs.  The Bohland Avenue doors will close at 8:20 a.m.  Late arriving students should 
enter through the Lobby Doors.  We are encouraging promptness.  It makes for a nicer start to 
the day. 
 
K-8th grade students will use the newly repainted famous yellow dots to allow for distancing at 
arrival.  Classes will begin at 8:25 a.m.  Please do not drop off students earlier than 7:50 a.m. to 
avoid a crowd.  Students will be directed by homeroom teachers to wash hands upon arrival. 
 
Preschool families will receive specific information about Preschool Drop Off and Pick Up in the 
near future. 
 
DISMISSAL 
5th-8th grade students will dismiss at 2:40 p.m.  Middle schoolers with siblings in Grades K-2 will 
pick them up at this time.  Grade 3 and 4 students with middle school siblings will also be 
dismissed at 2:40 p.m. PreK-4th graders without middle school siblings will dismiss at 2:50 p.m.  
Teachers will be on hand to supervise dismissal.  Please arrange for a safe spot to pick up your 
children.  Kindergartners will be picked up along the parking lot curb near the church.   
 
MASS 
Highland Catholic School is looking forward to celebrating Mass together again.  It is central to 
our faith.  We will spread students out through the church space and wear masks. We are 
planning on continuing to live stream our All School Liturgies for home/work viewing for 
parents/guardians in the beginning months.  Grade Level Masses will be celebrated in the Main 
Church with students and parents/guardians.  The Liturgy Schedule can be found on the school 
website.  Preschoolers do not attend mass. 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
Teachers are planning field trips.  We are encouraging outside field trips at the start.  Students 
are required to be masked on the bus.  We will be asking chaperones to drive and meet the 
class at the site. 
 
PATROLS 
Our wonderful 6th grade patrols will be back in action.  Line patrols will meet their walking lines 
in the gym and depart school at 2:50 p.m.  We welcome back our valuable patrols.   
 
RECESS 
Highland Catholic School will have mixed grade levels at recess.  We are using zones to 
designate separate fields for each grade.  Masks are not required outside at recess. 



 
 
PRIDE 
Highland Catholic School will be exploring ways the 5th grade can host PRIDE assemblies using  
our new interactive boards to allow for school wide viewing. 
 
ATHLETICS and CLUBS 
Highland Catholic School will begin offering fall sports and clubs.  Students will be masked 
inside when participating. 
 
MATH LAB 
Math Lab, a math focused study time supervised by math teachers will be available to students 
in Grade 5-8 Monday – Thursday from 3:00-3:45 p.m. Students will be dismissed through the 
Lobby doors. 
 
Students can bring a snack if they would like. No need to register in advance.  Students will sign 
in on arrival in Room 202.  Families will be billed $5/day through TADS.  Math Lab will begin on 
Tuesday, September 7th. 
 
PANDEMIC SUPPLIES 
Students are asked to: 
• wear a clean mask and bring at least one spare mask daily 
•bring a filled water bottle every day 
•have a personal sized hand sanitizer with them 
•some teachers may request a yoga mat or beach towel for outside study. Teachers will contact 
you about this request. 
 
This is NOT a static document.  We will continue to consult with medical professionals and keep 
up to date on the recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the Minnesota Department of Health.  Again, our goal is to keep everyone safe. 
 
Please continue to pray for the health of all and the end to this pandemic.   
 
 
 
 
The Highland Catholic School Pandemic Team 
 
 
 
 
 


